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rZI{ The Big Questmn Project 2t

Timeline for your Big Question Project:
Before Spring Break... (We will do this step in school)

Due by March 28:

«Tell Mr. Beekman the “Big Question” you are researching.
«Start finding some resources (books and websites) about your topic
«Turn in Research Note #1

After Spring Break...

(These jobs will be part of your weekly homework packets)

DISEEY)\X:\slgIWWH - Turn in Research Notes #2, #3, and #4
IR F-NoJg IlWH - Turn in Research Notes #5, #6, and #7

DISEEY\W:\sI1gIWAH - Turn in Research Notes #8, #9, and #10
DIV AN < Turn in Research Notes #11, #12, and #13
IR A EV (O « Turn in your Answer to your Big Question.

Use your notes and research to write a detailed ANSWERto your Big Question. Your answer
will need to be at least 100 words (and probably a LOT MORE)!

You will get a lot more details about your Rough Draft Answer after you have completed
your note collecting. Your Rough Draft Answer can be hand-written or typed on a Google
Doc. You will be using your Rough Draft Answer to help you start building your website in
school after May 10th.



Get ready to build your own "Big Question” Website. ..
beekman.weebly.com

To check out other websites made
by Mr. Beekman's 4th graders, go to:

Step 1: Decide on a "Big Question.” Your question is very important. It should
be somethinﬁl that interests you and sparks your curiosity. The best questions often
start with "How" or "Why”. (If you're stuck, look at the back of this page for ideas.)

Step 2: Research, research, research! Look for discoveries to your big
question in more than one place. Read information! Become an expert! You can use books...
magazine articles... internet websites... online articles... any nonfiction resources. You
will need to get your information from at least three or more different places.

Step 3: Collect research notes. You will need to collect at least 13 or more
notecards about your Big Question. After that,
three notecards will be due in your homework packets on April 12, April 19, April
26, and May 3. All notes will be returned to you to help you write your final project.

Step 4: Write your answer to your “Big Question”. Use your notes and
research to write a detailed answer to your Big Question. Your answer will need to be

at least 100 words or more! Your answer may be handwritten or typed in a Google Doc.
Your rough draft ANSWER is due by May 10%.
Step 5: Write the names of your sources (books, magazines, websites...)

Remember, you will need at least three different sources. You will use your sources in
class to collect pictures, videos, and links to add to your website.

Step 6: In class you will build your “BI6G QUESTION" Website!

Using Google Sites, you will build your own website. Your website will include the text
you write, plus pictures, videos, and links to other websites. Your website will have its
own web address, plus it will also be published on beekman.weebly.com.

~___bo | DONT

¢/ Dousea question that starts with "How"
or "Why" (These need juicy answers!)
¢/ Do look for answers in more than one place.

¢/ Do check out the list of sample questions.
Pick one or make up your own big question.

¢/ Do look at Mr. Beekman's sample page,
"How Are Fossils Made?"

¢/ Do use a search engine such a Google or
Yahoo to help you. (Helpful hint: Add the
words “for kids" to your search. You'll find

- ! |
\ websites that are easier to understand! )

¢/ Don't use words you don't understand!

v/ Don't just copy words from books and
websites. COPYING is STEALING! Tell
your discoveries in your own words.

¢/ Don't forget to collect three or more notes
each week.

¢/ Don't be worried if you can't find an
answer. Some of the best questions do not
yet have a final answer. But you can still
write about everything you discovered

\_ _ about your question. )

Your "ANSWER" to your Big Question is due by Friday, May 10™
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Rough Draft )

written by

MY BIG QUESTION:

MY "ANSWER":

Subheading #1

Your rough draft can either be written by hand or else typed on the Google Doc found on Google Classroom.



Subheading #2

Your rough draft can either be written by hand or else typed on the Google Doc found on Google Classroom.



Subheading #3

Your rough draft can either be written by hand or else typed on the Google Doc found on Google Classroom.



Subheading #4

Your rough draft can either be written by hand or else typed on the Google Doc found on Google Classroom.



Subheading #5

Your rough draft can either be written by hand or else typed on the Google Doc found on Google Classroom.



WEBSITE SOURCES:

Here are the website addresses for some webpages where I
found information to help me answer my question:

0 Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

@ Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

e Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

e Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

@ Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

BOOK SOURCES:

Here are some books I found to help me answer my question:




SAMPLES

Big Question Project

Rough Drafts

Please visit
www.beekman.weebly.com

to see many, many more samples of
Big Question Projects
written by 4th grade students
from Mr. Beekman'’s class.



SAMPLE

written by M {- 5€6<man
MY BIG QUESTION

HOUJ are. Foasfilj i’h”tdla ,

MY DISCOVERIES:
Introduction

77”:&(& ace se vemi wavus that fossils cun be Formed,

MO:S?“ fos; fa are “f re left over remains of “9-}-5!/‘;‘7%5‘" or_animals

%Aa* /wJ aﬂj GEED Fossils look sim)/azr fo_how the plant

or animal iDO/&&’J whm m‘ Wl W}W@» E,xcepf- now. it %z,lrﬂap/

to storne. 'Thg, sués%gnfa +/“_:ca= shells or Eones ,Vver,’e _-ﬂ;mc:w(e;

of is t’éPlﬁéed by rc}a/fkv materials Such as guacts or

~ha TLY
pyaitre. (nis
v7

7_Lo & 7£©ﬁL,.

Trapped Inside Rock
Most creatvie.s do no?- furn into fssils, They
c{;uig{:‘/}, )"o-f” am} agﬁccﬂ;; ’*{*fﬁf ‘f"}’@/«}tf Q’»ﬁ, Bu? some. a_{_o n-:”f“ ‘

J-eam i _they get covered in a layec of sediment

rwxM' away Ee%(‘ca they con stact decaying.
Cedxmen'f’ /s v‘my pmce: o? rock mua? &md 5amJ "“—3

Flip over to the other side to finish writing
your answer and make a list of your SOURCES! g g i



MY DISCOVERIES:
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WEBSITE SOURCES:

Here are the website addresses for some webpages where I
found information to help me answer my question:

0 Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www. Fossilsforkids. com

@ Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.SElence . fovetoknow. com/una(eﬁsﬁxml;nj -Science /
explaining-fossils =kids

e Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www. dKfindouvt. CO”‘/U S/als'nosa urs - dnd = prebustaric | e/
£fossils /

e Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

@ Website Page Address: Writing the WHOLE address will help you
(and anybody else) find the exact page again.

http://www.

BOOK SOURCES:

Here are some books I found to help me answer my question:
Title: Fossils of +he World
Author: Chris Pﬂl/aﬂ 1-

eTiﬂe: Curiovs About Fossils
Author: Kate Waters

Title: Fossil
Author: Pavl Ta)//or“




